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Glenn Morphew Lecture

Aug 9, 2022, at 6:30pm
St. Louis Mid-County Library

7821 Maryland Ave
Clayton, MO 63105



What’s Going On
It has been an interesting month.  The August meeting date has changed; that information 

is at the end of this piece.
 
 The initial outcomes from your survey responses are:
 

 1. Members want lectures.
 2. Members want to learn new material; and

 3. Members prefer entertaining meetings, including a workshop approach to learning a 
single effect.
 
 Financial Review:  I spent several hours with Sandy Weis and Darrell Lenz reviewing 
our financial situation.  The good news:  We have sufficient cash for several years to support 

ourselves.
 
 The bad news:  We are spending more than we bring in.  Last year, the club had a $650 loss.  
Our biggest expense this past year was the $825 room rental paid to the Creve Coeur Rec Center.  
If we could find a lower cost alternative, we could afford more lectures without tapping our cash 
reserves.
 
 The St. Louis County Library system has meeting rooms that are free and centrally located, 
but there is no guarantee on booking rooms.  We are looking for alternatives; all suggestions are 
welcome.

 Similarly, dues has not changed in decades.  If we raise dues to $20 per year, our projected 
income will be positive but less than the cost of a lecture.
 

 Aside from spending our reserve, we have another idea:  The Ring is going to do two 
shows, one at 2pm (to be confirmed) and one at 7pm (to be confirmed), on October 22.  This is 

traditionally Magic Week - the week preceding Halloween; ok, we’re a couple days early, but close 
enough.  The shows will be at the Florissant Civic Center.  The theatre holds about 450.  Here are 
the lineups (not in performance order):
 
Afternoon show: Jeff Lefton, Marty Kopp, Tom Reily, John Johnson, Columbus Smith with Steve 
Corbitt as emcee.  Jimmy ‘Cards’ Molinari in lobby.
 

 Evening show: Jeff Lefton, Marty Kopp, Tom Reily, John Johnson, Gary S. Chan with Steve 
Corbitt as emcee.  Jimmy ‘Cards’ Molinari in lobby.

 
 The goal is to hit 400 backsides in the seats.  If we do that, we will cover our future needs 

for the next four or five years.  Social media will be used, plus posters in the Florissant schools 
and community college.  If you could post the show information to your friends and family via 
social media - i.e. Facebook, Instagram, etc., it would be a help.  Buying a couple of tickets, 
dragging an in-law or two as well, would help.



 
It’s simple:. The better we do, the better the programming 
for all of us.  All performers and tech are volunteering.  It is a 

talented group, so I hope you will join in the efforts of many, perhaps 
volunteer for back stage helpers for one or both shows.

 
 Project Magic is back again but now at Ranken Jordan Pediatric Hospital in Maryland 
Heights.  A crowd of 30 staff and kids were entertained by Darrell Lenz and Dan Todd.  Please 
reach out to Darrell to help so we don’t let the kids down.
 
 Last, we are going to start the new year with a lecture.  We are going to the library in Clayton 
- thus avoiding the $75 monthly charge at the Rec Center.  The meeting date HAS CHANGED and 
will be August 9.

 I would like to sign off with one of my favorite quotes:  “Do your little bit of good 
where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.” - Desmond 
Tutu, South African Anglican bishop and theologian

     Steven Buesking
     President of I.B.M. Ring 1
     svbuesking@gmail.com
     (314) 732-5678



Ring 1 Report
by Sandy Weis et al.

 Ring 1 does not meet in July.  However, the Board still meets in July and has been busy planning 
for the 2022-2023 year.  Also, individual committees have met this summer and will propose ideas, changes, 
etc. to the Board for consideration.  Steve Buesking, the incoming president, has already spent countless 
hours preparing for the upcoming year.  He is very organized, is creative, and has innovative ideas.  The 
Ring hopes to recruit younger magicians in order for Ring 1 to continue to be one of the “top” magic clubs.  

 Recently, Jill “Silly Jilly the Clown” Schmidt broke her wrist during a performance.  KinderCare booked 
her to first do a magic show, and that went great.  When making balloon animals, she lifted her foot back, and her 
heel touched the back of her opposite leg.  Silly Jilly’s heel went underneath the hem of her wide gauchos.  When 
she put her foot down, her heel pulled down on the pants and caused her to fall backward.  She caught herself with 
her hand, which resulted in her breaking her wrist.  All the students were watching and were eagerly awaiting their 
balloon animal.  A teacher gave Silly Jilly a ride to urgent care.  Silly Jilly’s husband went to KinderCare about an 
hour later to pick up her magic, and the students were making Silly Jilly Get Well Cards.  The doctor says it will be 
at least seven weeks until Silly Jilly can make balloon animals.  But she is happy she can still perform magic shows 
and even perform her whole show.  She does not do sleight of hand; mainly does easy tricks, for example, a change 
bag and a stratosphere-like trick.  However, her husband needs to reset her spring snake fountain every time she 
uses it.  Three days after she broke her wrist, she performed her first one-armed magic show.  It was a big hit, and 
Brussels, Illinois, has already re-booked her for their 2023 festival.  The Ring hopes Silly Jilly has a speedy recovery!

 Dan Todd, D. Jay Lenz, and Steve Buesking restarted Project Magic in St. Louis Post-COVID.  The Ranken 
Jordan Pediatric Bridge Hospital staff and 20+ children were treated to Dan and D. Jay’s performance. (“Steve, 
not so much” per Steve but the Ring knows that Steve was a real asset to the performance. :)  The hospital did 
have the standard restrictions: No fire effects - fire doesn’t play well with oxygen tanks - and no Latex - see rubber 
band packaging.  In the post-COVID era, no direct contact with the children was allowed.  The children and staff 
were held 15 feet away from the stage.  Any effect that required audience participation would be handled by 
a single masked and gloved staff member.  If the Magi was to interact with the staff member, they would need 
to be masked.  As the children are in Ranken Jordan for one to twelve months, some mobile, some confined to 
their hospital bed, the distraction was welcomed.  The children applauded, laughed, and raised their voices on 
cue.  There were  smiles from staff and children throughout.   The Ring is scheduled to perform monthly, on the 
second Monday of each month for one hour.  In prior years, the Project Magic magis would hand out the props and 
teach a trick for those props to the children after the performance.  The inability to hand anything to a child, for the 
child’s protection, will be limiting that ability.  Should anyone have suggestions, Ring One would love to hear them.



 Dan Todd has been quite busy.  He performs magic on CCTV at St. Louis Children’s Hospital.  
He also performs live for the kids in Children’s Hospital’s behavioral unit and also performs closeup for 
the Children’s Playroom Holiday carnival activities.  Dan is bringing joy to the patients at Children’s. 

 As a reminder to all, the St. Louis Magic Roundtable meets every Saturday at 1:30pm at the Dierbergs 
on Lindemann and Manchester.  We have had one new person join us each of the last three weeks.  And this 
past Saturday, there were 17 people at the Roundtable, including Chris Korn who was here from LA.  It was 
really fun.  All were visiting, and many were performing.  Pictures are on the Roundtable Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/374210993307299

 S.A.M. Assembly No. 8 has several special events planned in the near future and they are inviting Ring 
1 members to these events free of charge, if their dues are paid up.  On July 28, 2022, Jimmy Molinari will give 
a lecture.  Jimmy is a true expert in the field of card magic, and this is a lecture not to be missed.  He does not 
have lecture notes, so bring a deck of cards, a pad and a pencil, and be prepared to learn from one of the best.  On 
August 25, 2022, the evening will be devoted to a Tribute to Bro. John Hamman.  This meeting is just one week 
before Bro. John’s birthday so we are going to reminisce, share Bro. John stories, perform his tricks, and celebrate 
our love for him.  Please come prepared to do a trick or share a story.  On September 22, 2022, the theme will 
be a Harold D. Russell Wine and Cheese Extravaganza.  Many, many years ago, Harold received a gift of a box 
of wine from one of his magic clients.  Harold brought that wine to a Magic meeting, along with some cheese 
and crackers, and a tradition was born.  Every year, Harold hosted his Wine and Cheese Extravaganza, and every 
year the magic show was emceed by Harold’s dear friend, Karl Grice.  This year, Assembly 8 is paying tribute 
to Harold by reviving his tradition.  A wonderful magic show is being planned with a true cabaret ambience and 
Karl Grice has agreed to be emcee again.  It is free to all paid members of Assembly 8 and Ring 1.  However, we 
do ask that each member attending bring a bottle of wine, or their favorite drink, along with cheese and crackers 
or a snack of their choosing.  If you are unable to contribute to the refreshments, we ask that a cash donation be 
made to defray expenses.  All S.A.M. Assembly 8 meetings begin at 7 o’clock and are held at the St. Louis Activity 
Center, 5602 Arsenal.  Ring 1 thanks S.A.M. Assembly 8 for including Ring 1’s members in these upcoming events.

 Magician Chef Bananas (Chad Jacobs) has been quite busy.  He has been presenting free public magic shows 
recently.  He has appeared at the Oak Bend Library, the Kirkwood Lions Amphitheater, Edwardsville Public Library, 
Washington County Library, Jellystone Campground, and others.  Chad is also one of the magicians featured at the 
upcoming KIDabra International -- The Conferences of KIDabra and KAX.  This year, it will be held in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, on August 10-13th.  According to Chad, this convention is one of the best, or the best, convention for 
kids and family entertainers.  He will be sharing his entire show with the attendees and also discussing it afterwards.  
To register, go to www.kidabra.org.  (KIDabra exists today because its founder, Mark Daniel, wanted to become 
a better “kids’ show” performer.  With the help of his friends and family, he created KIDabra over 30 years ago.)

 Mike McClure’s son recently had surgery.  The Ring wishes him a speedy recovery.  Mike is still keeping up 
with Ring 1’s website.  He adds to it regularly and has done a superb job!  Check it out at http://www.ibmring1.com/.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/374210993307299
http://www.kidabra.org
http://www.ibmring1.com/


Card Corner: The Love Ritual
 The following effect is a great use for old cards.  Four cards are used by the Magi and each 
audience member.  (The author’s suggested patter for each step is in parentheses.)

Source: A book in English by Woody Aragon, page 25

Are you lucky in love?  No.  Let’s do the Love ritual.  This ritual will guarantee you one week’s 
worth of love.

1.  Any four cards will do, but they must all be different faces.

2.  Pickup all the cards by the long edge, thumbs on the faces, and tear the cards in half.  (Just like 
the hearts of a breaking couple are torn in half...just like they tear their pictures in two ..it’s rather 
symbolic)

3.  (Now place either the left hand pieces atop the right, or the right hand pieces atop the left, that’s 
the thing about love...it doesn’t care if you are left or right.)

4.  (Now you have a small deck of cards.  Cut, then complete the cut.  When a couple breaks up, 
they’re ‘cutting’ their bond.)

5.  (Make a small fan with the cards, take the top 3 pieces and insert them into the middle of the 
fan.)

6.  (Square everything.  Without looking, take the top piece and place it in your wallet or pocket.  
That is something lovers do, they carry a picture of their love ones near their heart.  Mushy, isn’t 
it?  But true nevertheless.)

7.  (Make a fan one more time.  Take the upper piece and lose it in the middle of the fan   Do it one 
more time with the top two pieces of you wish.  Do it once again if you feel like it or not.  This is 
what happens when men try to understand women, they always end up lost.)

8.  (Let’s make this more complicated - such is love.   Take the top one, two, or three pieces...you 
can lose them in the middle or throw them away.  No one can know how many pieces are in your 
hand now )

9.  (Due to all that shuffling, cutting, losing pieces in the middle, maybe throwing pieces away, it 
has become a total Mess.  That’s the way men are.  And women really hate it.  They say they must 
put order to our mess, many couples argue about this kind of stuff.)

10.  (Let’s get ready for a week of love.  Take the top piece and move it to the bottom as you say 
‘Sunday’, ‘monday’, and so on, one by on until you finish with Saturday.)

11.  (So the week ends with broken, cut, shuffled, lost and messy relationships.  And I get the only 



thing that can make us remember true love is the picture of our loved ones, safe in our heart.  We 
could always pluck a Daisy...she loves me, she loves me not ..let’s do that.)

12.  Take the first piece, put it to the bottom, and say “She loves me”, grab the second one.  That 
corresponds to ‘she loves me not’ right?  Throw that one away from you!  We don’t want those 
who do not love us nearby do we?  

13.  Repeat the ritual, passing a piece to the bottom on she loves me, and throwing away the pieces 
on ‘she loves me not’.

14.  (You will end up with one piece in your hand.  Take the one you set aside at the beginning.  
They match!  It is the power of love.  Cupid did it again!  Isn’t it wonderful.)

Coin Transposition
Equipment:
• Two identical coins with a distinct front and back.  For the purposes of illustration, we’ll 

assume that each coin has a silver side and a copper back.
• A see-through glass that won’t shatter easily.  DO NOT use the family China or any glassware 

that has sentimental value to a family member on the off chance of breakage.
• Optionally, a magician’s mat on top of the table.

Effect:  Tell the spectator that you have one silver coin and one copper coin, showing the silver 
side of one coin and copper side of another coin.  (The spectator does not know that each coin has 
a copper side and a silver side.)  Put one coin, silver side up, onto the mat (or table).  Put an upside-
down glass over the coin.  Put the other coin, copper side up, into one palm so that the spectator can 
see the copper coin in your hand.  Close your hand into a fist, and turn it upside down.  Open your 
fist and simultaneously gently slam the hand with the coin onto the glass.  Show that the coin inside 
of the cup is now copper and the coin on top of the glass is silver.  The coins have miraculously 
switched places!

Secrets:
• When you turn your fist over and open your hand, that flips the coin to the other side.
• When you put the upside-down glass over the coin, put the edge of the glass on the edge of the 

coin (with most of the coin inside of the glass).  Assuming the spectator is directly across from 
you, they should not be able to tell from the front that the glass is teetering on the coin.  When 
you gently slam your hand onto the glass, the force will flip the coin inside of the glass, thereby 
showing the other side of the coin.

Submit Magic Effects
 Do you know any cool magic (or mentalism) effects that aren’t copyrighted and that 
you’d like to share with our Ring 1 members?  If so, please send your ideas to Gary S. Chan at 
ring1newsletter@finderstellers.com .

mailto:ring1newsletter%40finderstellers.com?subject=Ring%201%20Spirit


Best Wishes to Hal Scharf
by Gary S. Chan

 Many of you have noticed that Hal Scharf has not been to our meetings as of late.  No, 
he did not move away.  No, he has not been fighting space aliens.  Unfortunately, he has been on 
oxygen for a couple of years.  He still loves magic and has been reading and studying magic when 
he can.  He expects to re-join our meetings as soon as he has recovered.  Please send your good 
vibes to Hal for his recovery.

Blue Strawberry
 Our magical line-up at the Blue Strawberry continues!

Aug 8 at 7pm close-up, 7:30pm show
Chuck Levy
Professor Longhair’s Olde Tyme (magical) Medicine Show
https://bluestrawberrystl.com/show/detail/903

Sep 19 at 7pm close-up, 7:30pm show
Steve Corbitt
Keith Haddrill (comedy ventriloquist)

 If you are interested in performing, please contact Jeff Lefton at jlefton@q4solutions.com 
or 314-608-6547.

Support Project Magic
by D. Jay

 I’m proud to announce that Project Magic came back to life on July 11th.  Our Illustrious 
President Steve Buesking, Dan Todd, and I (D. Jay) performed for the children at Ranken Jordan 
Children’s Hospital in Maryland Heights, MO.  We were greeted by the Activity Director, Jennie 
Brown.  Since early 2020, due to Covid restrictions, Project Magic was put on hold until the time 
that we could start entertaining the children again.

 We were well-received by the children, their families, and the staff.  There was a small stage 
that we could perform on.  While performing we had to keep a small distance from the audience. 
If we needed a volunteer, our lovely assistant, Jennie Brown, would help out.  This is indeed 
an up lifting experience to see those who are less fortunate to laugh and have a great time. 
Whether they were in wheel chairs, in bed, or in chairs they all had a great time.

 We are scheduled to perform the 2nd Monday of each month.  We can have three 
to four performers to entertain the children.  The next dates are Aug. 8th, Sept. 

12th, Oct. 10th, Nov. 11th, and Dec 12th.  Please consider joining in on the fun 

https://bluestrawberrystl.com/show/detail/903
mailto:jlefton%40q4solutions.com?subject=Blue%20Strawberry


with these wonderful children. 

 When coming, please wear a mask before entering the building.  If you do not have one, 
they will provide one for you.  Please report to the front desk, and have your driver license ready.  
Ask for Jennie Brown.  They will scan it and create a file with your picture for a visitor’s ID badge.  
Two brief forms will have to be answered and signed.  While on stage, a mask is not required.  
Perform Parlor or Stage effects.  Per the standards that are at Shriner’s, please do not perform fire 
magic due to the present of oxygen.  Do not use animals or latex products, such as balloons or 
rubber bands (allergenic reactions).  No strobe lights or any other light that can give a flash (due 
possible seizures).

 Please let me know which dates work for you by e-mailing me at djay1000@yahoo.com.  
Looking forward to a great time in August.

mailto:djay1000%40yahoo.com?subject=Project%20Magic




Ring 1 Close-Up Competition on Sep 7, 2022, at 7pm
 Please contact Gary S. Chan at ring1newsletter@finderstellers.com to register as a 
contestant.

 As usual, there will be a beginner/intermediate division and advanced division.  You’ll 
receive further details upon registration, but if you are keen to read ahead, here are the contest 
rules: https://bit.ly/3B66xma

mailto:ring1newsletter%40finderstellers.com?subject=Ring%201%20Competition
https://bit.ly/3B66xma


Volunteer for Ranken Jordan Children’s Hospital 
 Put a smile on children’s faces!  Volunteer to perform on Aug 8th, Sep 12th, Oct 10th, 
Nov 11th, and/or Dec 12.  Contact D. Jay at djay1000@yahoo.com .

Upcoming Events
I.B.M. Ring 1, and other events nearby St. Louis (US Central time)
Date Event
Jul 28, 2022, at 7pm S.A.M. Assembly 8’s Jim Molinari lecture
Aug 3, 2022, at 7pm Ice cream social

Replaced by Aug 9 lecture.
Aug 8, 2022, at 7pm Blue Strawberry magic show
Aug 9, 2022, at 6:30pm Ring 1 meeting and Glenn Morphew lecture
Sep 7, 2022, at 7pm Ring 1 close-up competition
Sep 19, 2022, at 7pm Blue Strawberry magic show
Oct 7, 2022, at 7pm TBA
Oct 22, 2022 Two stage shows for the general public,

one in the afternoon and one in the evening.
Florissant Civic Center Theatre

Nov 2, 2022, at 7pm TBA
Dec 7, 2022, at 7pm Ring 1 meeting and white elephant gift exchange
Dec 17, 2022 Veteran’s Show at Kirkwood Theatre

The St. Louis Magic Roundtable meets every Saturday at 1:30pm at Dierbergs, 1080 Lindemann 
Rd, Des Peres, MO 63131.  Check the following website for the latest information before 
attending each week: https://www.facebook.com/groups/374210993307299

All events are in-person unless otherwise indicated.

Board meetings are generally held the third Wednesday of each month over Zoom (virtual 
meeting), and all members are welcome to attend.  To attend, please contact the President and 
Secretary (contact info on last page).

Magic Conventions
https://www.themagicwordpodcast.com/magic-convention-guide

mailto:djay1000%40yahoo.com?subject=Shriner%27s%20Magic
https://www.facebook.com/groups/374210993307299
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Register now for the early bird price of $150.  Price goes up to $175.00 at the end of July!
https://www.baskervilleproductions.com/seniortour

https://www.baskervilleproductions.com/seniortour


 S.A.M. Assembly 8 has invited I.B.M. Ring 1 members to their July and August lectures.  
Please contact Scott Smith (scott@platocom.com, 618-610-5947) to sign up.

 On July 28th at 7pm, Jim Molinari will be giving a lecture!  A true master of the pasteboards 
and a good friend of Marlo, Jimmy will be on hand to teach some required sleights that all should 
know as well as host of card effects.  Bring a deck of cards and a notebook as Jimmy has no notes 
for sale.  Jimmy will also be happy to answer any questions or teach any sleights you may be 
having problems with.  Jimmy is a great teacher and makes it all look to easy.  This will be a fun 
night for all.  IBM RING 1 Members are all invited for free.

 St. Louis Activity Center – 5602 Arsenal St, St. Louis, MO 63139

 We will be going to the Hill to eat some amazing Italian food before the meeting.  When 
signing up for Jimmy’s lecture, please let me know if you would like to join for dinner, too, so that 
I can make reservations.  We will go somewhere good like Zia’s.  Don’t miss out on a great meal 
before the meeting.

 Our August meeting will be celebrating the birthday of Brother John Hamman.  Just know 
this is going to be a fun meeting too!

This background is the first image from NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope.

mailto:scott%40platocom.com?subject=Jim%20Lecture


I.B.M. Ring 1 Contact Info

Role Name E-mail Phone
President Steve Buesking svbuesking@gmail.com (314) 732-5678
Vice President Darryl “D. Jay” Lenz djay1000@yahoo.com (618) 462-3675
Secretary Al Zibits alan.a.zibits@boeing.com (636) 273-9974
Treasurer Sandy Weis sweis50@yahoo.com (314) 378-4403
Board Member Steve Finkelstein sfinkelstein1@sbcglobal.net (314) 409-6869
Board Member Ted Schnarre schnarreted@gmail.com (314) 440-2341
Board Member Terry Richison terryrich@charter.net (314) 791-9108
Board Member &
Webmaster

Michael W. 
McClure

watson7654321@gmail.com (618) 826-5125

Board Member & 
Past President

Scott Smith scott@platocom.com (618) 610-5947

Spirit Newsletter Gary S. Chan ring1newsletter@finderstellers.com (617) 418-4468
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